On a previous occasion we have advocated in these columns the operation of the irresistible impulse (Editorial, 1947) . From a medical point of view this impulse also needs a consideration before an irreversible punishment is awarded. The impulse is known to be stronger in the tropics than elsewhere. ' Thou shalt not kill' on the whole finds more and more acceptance every day with most of us. A war-weary world stopped cruel sport after the World War I. It may now or perhaps after the World War III purge out of justice the ingredients of revenge and terrorization : revenge upon the killer and terrorization of would-be killers.
